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that Perſon conſider the Creature Men ; whe. 

iſhed himintorwoparts, viz. the Man and the, 

for Mankind, it the Beeft were leſs 

| |: Intruth, itisrare to fnnd where the Man 

tohayeany powerin Atting; everything ſeemstoo 

much tobe goferned by ihe Beaft, and by the Tyranny ofits 
inordinate Paſſions and Senſes. 

And yet whereſhall one find a ſingle Perſon in the World, 
who callshimſelf a Chriflias, orthat Party of Men whodeſire 
to be eſteemed Chriftians, but he and they will readily granc 
that Principle, Mat. 7. 12. All things whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould at pi doeven ſot10 them; for chisis the Law andthe 
| 2 and that other Principle, Rom. 3.8. Let as not da. 
+ | Evilthat Good may come, to be Goſpel-Principles, and oblig- 

} ingtoallMaokind ? 

Thereisnota-Politicianor States man , nor a Government 
any Where, that owns Chriſtianity to be the true Religion, but 
cenfefſeth, "Thatinthe Council ofthe Fews, which was afſem- 
bledinordertothe Perſecuting ofthe Apoſtles for matters of 

| igion, Gamdlicladviſed prudently, and accordingto 
oftrueReligion, As 5. Let them alone, forif 
f + Fe rg it will come to nought ; but if it 


»\P2 cannot owerthrow it , leaſt app we be found even 
D... They will all confeſs readily, when pref * 
and peaceable Principles that tis 


papanhytras would be dons apepyy 
Incredylity ity, -retuling tozruſt 30d 
ovidence and Juſkicatic of ub: ; 
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| nto which hos are obliged by 
which they take upon themto lo bewd 

Buttothe end I may not be eſteemed preſumprious;” - 
charitablein what There aſſert, andin regard it is im 
to produce evident proofs for what ſay, astouching 4 
- Perſons; let usalittle examine the matter, astoP 
Governments, taking this for granted, thatevery 
Farty calls it ſelfatrue Church, or thetrue Church wy '" 
what is here urged ofdiffering Churches ſhall be provedrrue, 
the preſumption will ſtand yery ſtrong as to ſingle Perſons; 
there being no ſingle perſon, who would be eſtzemed< C 
an, butheisin communion or fellowſhip with ſome Chord, | 
which he ownsto bethe true Church of Chriſt, and by whoſe 
Judgment he is willing to be concluded , as beinga profefied” | 
Member of it; and as taking it for his Principle, tbat e 
Member of the true Church of Chriſt oughtto beof her Judy. 
ment , becauſe the Scripture ſays , She is che Pillar and 
Truth: And though ſome boggle at this, yet nothing is truer 
than that every Chriſtian Society daily practiſethir. 

Now, the better to prepare the way for thisintended Tryal,- 
we will crave the Liberty firſt, to conſider wes. wan dry 
Worldingeneral, inics firſt Ages, when it was whder "y 
tion for meer matter of Religion;; and before pet Feng 
vil Power 2nd Domittion ; From them we ſhall know whatthe 
true Chriſtianity did teach: Wewill then — 
= rok when divided only into two diſtinft Parties 

The Proteſtants, and the Papiſis: Anditithe from on 
= conſider Chriſtianity in England , whenthe A myo | 
. ſybdividedinto ſeveral Parties, viz. The 

Bf cantons 4 on » ml the Presbyterians; | | he 


pry Ir » andthe' Duakers : and whekithe | 
mall , that the y were upot: the matterincoubterabley 
l ſuppoſe » from theſe differing times, nr ty 
. -- a reaſonable inforagioge) the GOL TY, 
| he queſtion put to vofthe | 
| PE 1c er ined, Nbolefrftandy wy 
pneqnder which Chriſtanicy oben wma Tg 
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| Rule of Chriſt, and the Law of Nature; 

Dead rele ute For Alteri non feceris , Do not unto another , 

what wot have done untothy ſelf. And thattrueitis, 
the Fes; who Perſecuted the Lord of Life , and puthimto 
Death for matterof meer Religion, did alledge for their Ju- 
Riflcation,” Thit they had a Law, and that by their Law he ought 
Jodye: Butthatchat Law, and all Lawsot that Nature, were 
| -againitthe Law of GOD: Andthat the Chriſtians had no ſuch 
; ous, nor the Churches of Chriſt, is I think, a moſt undenyable 


| eAges(by the Agreement ofall) were eſteemed the 
pureſt Agezof Chriſtianity; Religion being then moſt pure, 
ShentheProfefſors of it were moſt Poor. Andif anyone ſhal 
conceive, that the Chriſtiars in thoſe Ages would have given 

| rAnſwer , contrary to what 1 havehere framed for 
the, and ſhall give a convincing Reaſon for ſuch his Appre- 
beafion;thallconfeſs my miſtake. In the meantimeI muſt 
Jay, ThatI cannot ſee what other anſwer they could have given 
buowhatmwſt have juſtified the Perſecutions againſt themſel- 
ves tohavebeen innocent, on the part of the Perſecators, who 
delievedthoſe firſt Chriſtians toerrin Religion , and to be Di- 
{| Aurbersof the Peace , and Government of their Countries, 
andtheir Meetings to be unlawfull Aſſemblies : And much more 
Innocentonthe part of the inferiour Magiſtrates , who took 
careto putthoſe Lawsin Execution; they being as much oblig- - 
-<dinallcivil Reſpe@s, toputin Execution the Laws of their 
Supe ,as our inferiour Magiſtrates are obliged tothe Ex- % 
our-Laws; and they.gave the ſame Reaſons. And the 
ſame is to be ſaid in the cafe of the Perſecution of our Lord 
[Chiiſt; a6 ſeems very clear from that Prayer, whick be offered 

orhis Perſecure rs:- Father , forgive them, they know not whet 
"*8bey: thenisa Principle of Chriſtianicyundiyided, * 
+— In th \place, Wearetoconſider Chriſtianityin Eng- 
diy xy forex ewo diftindt parties, viz, PFro- 
Papiſts , and Whenthe Proteſiencs had made a Sub- 
Fa-of 2 MP (ow 
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diviſion amongſt therſelveshere.. This It 

of K: Hes: '8. K. Edw. 6. Q, May, 

a \Proceſtants, as well here ain other 5 ©Ven 

inthe frſtbeginnings ; yet they were not dividedi 

being every-where upon the Defenſive, . In'the:time-ob K, 

Hen, $. which 1 intend to inſtagcein , both Parties weteper- 

ſecuted. ANT. 4x2 
The Caſe ſtands thus: That King at his coming tothe 

Crown, found the whole Nation in a quiet. poſlefliob ot Pv- 

pery , and holding it asan Article ofcheir Faith, andtbePring 

ciple whereon they believed the Unity oftheir ; 

that, The Pope was the Sepream Faflor, and vifghle -Go- 

vernment next under Chriſt , of the Catholick Church of ; of 

which the then National-Church of England was s Member : » The 

King had defended this Artickle by Writing ſo rigouroully a+ | 

oainit MM. Luther, thatthe Pope had for that yeryworkcon- 

terred upon him the Title of Defender of the Faith , tobeenjoy- 

edand uſ:d by him , and his Succeſlors for ever./:* Aterghis, 

by Atof Parliament , this Supream Paſtor , this Vilible Head 

wasthrowenoff, and this King putinhis place,. ſofar avcom- 

cerned the Church of England, by the Title of Suprenns 

ive Church of England, annexed to the Crown 5 and thisbya 

Law, 26. Hen, 8, C. 1. And then by another Law; "26. Hew. | 

$. C. 13. it was Enafted , That if any by Word or Wit ſhould 

«:teppt to Deprive the King of the Tile of His Royal ſtate; be } Fi 

ſhould be adjudged « Trayior : This change of the Headſhip of 

che Church, was, andistruly (atleaſtin England) _ 

«nut Dofrine, and undoubtedly there is no 

ever, butapproves the caſting oft the Popes ASCON- 

formable withthe Doftrine of Protefiants. - And upontbe late Wi 

teroftheſe two Laws, divers ſuffered Death for theis denyi '< 

the Kings Supremacy, This isthe ficſt ſtepmadei 

from-Popery wwards Proteſtancy. £4 432 

F Andthe Vigorous Executionofthislatter Law, encc 

| ſeveral Proteſtants from Forreign partstocomeints- 

not doubting but to bavea Liberty; to Exerci(g thei 

here; and it gave confidence to many dt the Sub 

toreceive ; andtowuthers, toentertdin 

teſlancy; bing p:rſwaded, thatafter the ſhgdaiy 


; © 


| on.that Occaſion, Englend 
ofthe Arcicle ofthe Popes Supre- . 
wy; would every day. make greater 
as harch, oF wiichrhe Popewss owned to be 


ah o this Qccaſionalſo 
T prined:Ground here, 
andfach S it not] 
ary yer ar 
— Perſecired for their fo d, 7 that: 
wich of their ſo doing ſothit:their 
-W2S t'time ( at leaſt ) againſt Perfecutionfor 
* Day Pyoreflancy being now taken notice of 
Law was made, 31. Hex. 8. for ſetling 
jirthefix Articles thereinnamed , by which 
ntiation, and ſeveral other Poſt 
#nd-Enatted to be puniſhed with Death, 
NT England, for matters of meer Re« 
4 + Grp and high © ſo that it is obſerved by our 


thetupon oneand the fame day, forme who were 
vip. de put to Death for denying the Kings 


el was a Prorefiant Article: And ſome who 
Pporeflents, - were put to death for denying 
which was an Article of the' Pa Pap © $ 


; > the Government could tieither be {aid to be 
Popifky \tior Protefant, but both Parties were Perfecuted moſt 
ſeverly for matters of meer Heligfon: And he who ſhould 

Uther Party, in juſtificationofthe Proceed- 
in the Execution of 2ither ofthoſe Laws, 
northenfafferfor any matter of meer Re.. 
ut for breaking of the Peace, in breaking of the 
ws; would certdinly'have been taken not robave 

, ol Te Col thni then Suffering. 
How; e each-0 Parties ſeparately inter- 
ater Pefſecution ( for. dat in- 
Jie 4 | | ; and ro and _ 

f Pains and Penalties 

: | ttert-of meer Reli " 
it ſeemed a time to ch both Parties ag Eternsl-tem- 
a6d moderation”) moſt Certainly , - each _ in 


their then preſent Ci 
the Negative ; That ic w winli Th 
fallerintothe debateto conliderwhar 
tors were of, wherber of the | 
bave fixt the cruelty and Injuſtice of perſes 
of meerReligion , upon that Party; ava1 

ion, which their Fancies ſhould have per 

en the Religion of their Perſecutors,-; - 

The Pepifis would not bave they ſtood 
becauſe the firſt Perſecution was acca | 
of the King's Headſhip over the Church of 
wasa t Do&rine; in opofitiontotheP, 
which was the Popiſh Doftrine ; therefore the 
the Agoreflors in the Perſecution; . and ther 
ofPe . __ on was a Proteſtant Principle; the 


1 
pv 


—— 
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of the Proteſtants afterwards, was no othert 

ment of God drawn upon the Proteſawer by th 
Conſequence of that Principle of Pecſecuti 

the firſt occaſion of introducing their: Religion/f 

England. Nor would the Protefiont "5 "—_— 


havecharged the Papiſfis then, that becaule that: 

then Government were of the popiſo po oo 

ſave only in the Article touching the Supzama 

the principal of the perſecution muſt neceſſarily, 

principle: No, they would moſt certainly, Hcorbavagy 

diſclaimed the principle, as unwarramed 

true Chriſtianity, which eachof;hem clai Totem, - 

each of them would bave agreed, that pa a6} 

principle, Todounto others as they deſired 

untothem. Here we ſee the Nees of Ch ins | 

lazd, when divided. reeds 4 
- . The perſecutions before weniened.. bay d bythe: Per/ 

Death of K. Henry the Eighth, andthe Crown« bow | 

K, Edward the Sixth, an Infantof ſuchtender Yeart, a 

him uticapable of Exariing the Sanarenres | 

ſon, not! come tothe uſe c 


Somerſet tookupon him the: | ofallyhi | 

SY and wich the | = had. f 

nt _ 
cnlfaulLenywen madrcchakieg Kine 


A LLELLLLETLEY 


to any. Principle ofths 


| Law - COLDS relating tothels matthos., 
| Mk vor 6.C-1. touching the Lord's Supper, Entituled , 
The Fendlties for ſpeaking agaipfh the Sacrament of the Rody and 
, Moedof Chrift, or receiviyg thereof in both kinds, "This 
' leews:to have _— tendency than bareley to keep both 
Parties fromfalling together by the Ears, and the Proteffants 
were more likely to fall under the Puniſhment of this Law , 
thanthe Pepiſ}s:+Nonecould ſay, Thatit was the effeQt of In- 
temperateSpirjts; for thoughit direfted Communion in both; 
$,:toſuch asdefired toCommunicate; yet itcompelled; 
not any perſoh tocommunicate. Ane-ithad.a Clauſe ot great- 
Eemperancein the very cloſe ofit, intheſe words ; Not con- 
dawning bereby4be uſage of any Church Out of the King's Majeſties 
Domimions. 
| "Thenext Law ofthis Nature, was made i in, the ſame Par. 
(lament, vix.. 1 Edwp. 6. C. 12, it isEntitated thus, viz. Statues | 
Foncerning Treafons, &c. repealed : and this cannot bedenyed., 
0 be ſharp-againſt the Pepoſis. It makes ic highly Penaltoaf- , 
rm, Thetohe King isnot , orought not to be Supyeam Head on. . 
Lertb of the Church of England and Ireland, or ayy of them ims. | 
| ately under God, ar that the Biſbep of Rome ; or any other 
& Perſon or Perſons; other then the King of England for the time 
ts, .0r ought tobe, bythe Lawsof God, Suprggm Head of , 
Iz Churches, or any of them: Byt, there is no neceſlity.oc 
a of aſcribing this neither to any. Proteſtant Principle , | 
woughir 1s ooo d-tobe made i inaMrmance of a Proteſiany . 


Friaciple. ' 
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}, for matteis of meer Religion +* And withSat | 
hadir been then deinanded' of the Ks. ww 
ec 5 "wer 


nowere conſeflaxt with the Rule of Chrifh, req | 
others , 4s wewould that others ſhould 86 unto #5, than Murder and 


But the perſecutions Inflited upon the Pepifls , by the Law 
made in the time of King Edward the Si xth , did ior laſt lowg; 
they ended with bis Life ; and by the deſcending ofthe Crown 
toQueen Mary, the Papifis were reſcued fromjalltheir Suffer 
ings. Allthe Laws made againſt them in tHe Timesof Hey. $ 
and Edw. 6. were Repealed. 'But the caſe was altered with * 
the poor Proteſiants, whoſe Sufferings were ſogreat;; andareJ 
ſo ſharply and juſtly refleKed on, eyento this Hay, thatI,who J.. 
love notto aggravate any thing , eſpecially chat carries its Y * 
own aggravation withit, will fay nomoreof them, but beg 
ofourgood GOD, tofilluswithmercyin place ofreyenge,} ' 
and toforgive them as we would be forgiven. SureIam, had 
any Proteſiant been asked his Judgrpent inthat Age, touthing 
——_— of perſecuting for matters of meer Religion "he 

fould havediſclaimed it, asabſolutely contrary tothe Prin- 
Ciples or his agos, whichis the point that I am labouring 
toEyince. Andafterallthis, ſhall any one cakeitill, w 
on a Principle of Charity 1 ſhall profeſs, that Icauld pey | 
yetſee anything offered þ which in my poor apprebenfion did - 
neceflarily Eyince ; That Perſecution for meer Religjos, wes] - 
even an avowed principle of either fide,” & "6 rd ft 

- The Bloody Fury of perſecution, under whichtheProveflawri 
ſ fe fo miſerably in Q. Marie time -:dids with, hes * 


oe 74 4 Sp a _ TE] 
: >. >, Wt" R 
C A x Oe road, is IT i, + 
. - Þ 


- 


 __ 


: : 


SUS g 
| hhiout Ki i Prote 


I Pon pars Hoy 
dom And r 
fot 


En gel ap ia 


—_—_— 


Aadif now we _ Opin 
wy, either S: 3- & 
ons, for megrmatter of K Ton, they will te you,” { 
At errand prfran eeatenfor nao a 
s | f 

of tht Goſpel. * Ard flants under Ons 
855. - have beeninthe poſſeſſion of thoſe Laws, an« _ 
nimes more orlefs Executed them ; yet ( ſofar as1 eatifind 

donocown perſecution for matters meerly of Religionto 
be theirPrinciple; or ſomach as lawful. 
| After the Popifts had ſome time continued the alone-Potfs: 
cated + car mp= rt] Religion, ſeveral Differences, in 
maccers Meerly of Religion, appened to divide the 
flentsimodiſtinR and ſeparate Parties, durivg ſome part of 
the Reign of Þaren Elizabeth ; and alſo during the ſeveral and 
ſacceſlive Reigns of King'James, and King Charles the Firſt: 
" And about the banicatis of the-Reign of King Fames, ſome 
fewdeſperare Male-contents, profe effcdly of the Popiſh Reli-. 
gion, foundGuilty of a wicked Plot, wherebytheyhad 
deſigned the Deſtruftion both of that King, and ofhis Par- 
liamenr, + by Gun-Powder { for which they were deſeryed 
Executed ) ſeyeral new and more _ Laws wete then, 
atſeveral cimesafter , made eneravy,” 
which ſeveral. Puniſhments were called, for Mat! 
of meer Religion; andſeveral Penal Laws were alfo made 
thethen Goyerni party, { then, ARA 
uiſhed by the Name of the Church oiajent, ofthe 
at perry) perſecuted them). 
tin Bnet of all forts'w 
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ru the I | ofthe War, ————_— 
bes not able romake Head againſt: the 


uted for matterof Religion. /\ | - 


\ Thac War beingended withthe Death of Kiog charles the 
- Firſt; and theexpalling of ourlate King out ofbis Dominions, - 


| the;jRuine of iſcopacy, and tbe Suppreſhon ofthe P#- 
fiſts, and the as + we the OeS ; the New-com- 


' Fformiſis under the Teveral Forms, took upon themand kept + 


the Government, until the late King was by the Divine Hand 
of Providence reſtored tohis Crown: During all which time, 


(the Epiſcopel party and the Papiſis Suffered , more orleſs, for. 


matters ( atleaſt in their Apprehenſion) meerly of Religion, 
But theſe two parties were not alonein their Sufferings, for 
during thoſe Bloody conteſts, there appeared another wy 4 
which from its very firſt riſe in this Kingdom, hathbeen ſe- 
verely perſecuted, ' and that.gnly for Matters-of Religion. 
This party was the People called Pxckers. They did attheir 


firſt ſhewing themſelves inthe World, go under the name of 


the Children of Ligh: , becauſe they aſlert, as their main and 
firſtprinciple, That Chriſt is the True Light, that Enlightens every 
May and Woman with a meaſure of ſaving Light ; which all ought 
$0 obey on pain of Damnation z but by one Bexnit,, an Officer, in 
1650. were .nick-named Quakers. They profeſſed them- 
ſelyes to adbere to the plain principles of the ficll Chriſtians, 
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and particularly tobold itas their principle, That aWUperſecu.. Þ| 


tion whatſoever," «gginſ} any party; people or perſe 5 
for meiters meettly of Religion, 5: y Unlawful ,  Unrigh- 
| gebus, andagdivf} the Spirit andWill of God , and Doftrine of :rue 


« Andto give themtheir due, they bave been erups.- | 


_ = for their Principle, bothbythei: trequent Apold- 
gies and Remonſtrances onthe pne hand, and Inyinciblepas 
1 Wren ny ts the other band. 

* *  azalſo Reſtored, The Prezhyteriens, 'Ipdependants ang 


Reftauration of the King, "the Epiſcopel p ory 
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" $ - jgteweoonfident of the like Freedom,/becauſeot thi 
volenlicen: toGoyernmen:. Butinſtead ofthisexpeRed 


iberty.4/ all the formal Penal Laws made in theitiane 

—_— Ke James ,” and K. Charles the Firſt, wereKev! 
d ordered tobe put in Execation,” as well againſt all 

enformifls, who were Proteflatts, as againit the Papiſftt. 


And new and wore ſevere Laws were made againftthemallt . 


And byrhbeſe refpeRive Praftice we (ee , what alltheſe parties 


Shave done when they had power. 


I think ſuch as underſtand the Tranſaftions of our Colbuy, 
will clear me from having made any miftake as to mattezsof 
aQ, inany thing that I havehere ſaid, touching'paſt Perſe. 
cutions ; though 1 believe there will not want ſome , who will 
either think me miſtaken in the point of Charity , when Lpro. 
eli to believe that I do not think there is any one party nowin 
Ewpland who holdsit asa principle of their Religion , That # & 
al to-Perſecute, or tomake or Execute Laws for the In. 
licting of pains and peraltiesfor any matter of meer Religi, 
dn? Or eh they will ſuſpe&,-1donor in Truth believe what 
here profeſs ta believeinthis point , ſince even what Thave 
aidasto matters of Fat before urged by my ſelf; it plainly 
ow , that there is not one parry nowin England ( the peo- 
ple-called Quakers: only excepted ) who profeſs themſelyes 
briflienxs , - buthaye been notoriouſly Guilty (moreorleſs)-- 
dfthe veryFa@, © or(at leaſt of a publick allowing ,. ifnor 
bettivgofit : | Andevery party will be apt to cenſure mieof 


P$ingularity ( atleaſt, ) fince each party, thinks thatthey have 


puments drawn from Fats, ſufficient tofix thisugly Do. 
tone, a$a principle, upon thar Religion which they hate 
tot, - O:that the Man could prevail againſt the Beeſt! and 
hat we would permit our paſitronstogive way to our Reaſon, 
veonhiderthings naked]y. and asthey trulyare, 5? ſatireſ? 
ſe; HPuis erit Innocens? If toaccuſe bea ſufficientcon- 

Mm, what party (hall be ableto clearitſelt? Andwho 
not ;/ that*tiva Chriſtians partto Suffer, but neverts 
'1 


- "8 ne Proveſs 


» Lat | 

ming andin all their Addrilles tor Ty 
inthe times Of Q, ; and with ce bloody Intentic chy 
thoſe ill Men hadin their Heatts., . whower ced inthe. 
wicked powder-plot: That the firſt wasdone by Autboricy. . 
apd chiefly by the Popiſh Biſhops: That the other ,.thoughcbg, 
FaRt but of private perſons, was never condemned byAuthok., 
rity; atid Silence is ar implyed conſent and approbation. / L 
we weltconſider , what the P apifts offer by way of Exec 
tion inanfwer to theſe charges? they juſtifie none of beſ. 
Faſts: Butasto thefirſt, they recommend tous to beconlth 
.dered, the circumſtances that 2, Mary was in, when 
came to the Crown. All the chief Heads of the Prozefla 
party; bad ſet up and proclaimed the Lady Fane duely tuetnh,, 
in oppoſition to 2, Mary; their Lawful axon 5 The 
had raiſed an Army againſt her: She was compelled rogai 
ber Right by Force : She was a Conqueror : And ifwew 
believethem, ſhe had not given any Articles, which might 
have obliged herto pardonany who were guilty ofthis Uſui; 
pation, and Treaſon: She was told, It was a:confederach, 


of the wbole party ofthe Proteflents , which wor mg grounk, 


toſuſpet, that the Proteſiaxrs heldit for aprinciple , That 
was lawful for them to take up Arms againſt, and Depc 
their Lawful Soveraigo, if ofa Religioncontrary to him. 
She might, by the Lawsthen in being , { the ſame whit 
wehave tothisday inforce amongſt us) havetaken awaytt! 
+ Livesofall who were any ways Guilty of endeavouringroD& 
poſe her: She did not make any one new. perſetuting 
( whichis conſiderable) by which any ofthoſe weretak 
who were pat to Death. But being put into fears byherC 
cil; that without making great Examples of Juſtice in 
partsof the Kingdom ,, ſhewould bein da nger othavingr 
Ioſurre&ions made by the Proteflants againſt her: ſhe wasp&;, 
| Lraded that- the only way to preyent the ſheding of moe 
blood for the Future , wasto puniſh confiderable'numbers$Fe; 
thoſewhohad thenaQually brokenthe old Lawgotberk 
dom. Her Biſhops (and that isrhechiefand juſteft grouni 
4hecharge ) bad theic Fears andReyenge alſo , in partiewl 


vs 
6 
Mr 


6h jinples& Jallics;' and prevent futu 7 


7piſhir [OG fortheir Religion, whohad 
the } as ſhe iadpuniſhe thei for Treaſon: And they wiy- 
note,” ' that by t y ſhe ſhoulddoher ſelf the greater right : 
"6 roon tie Warld;; that ſhe was more offended 
Wairith Treaſon committed againſt Heaven, ( for ſo they eſteem. 
&d Proteflieit Religion) than with Treaſon committed againſt 
Oudief ſalt, ' which might be interpreted Revenge: Theyhad 
forgotten the principles of the true Chriſtian Religion , which 
felequitt to leave unto God to Revenge whatſoever Injuries 
Whredonetohim,; - andto leave itto God to judge, what In. / 
ICY urigs weredoneto hitti; They did n0t now think of Rnt0 
BUÞehers as they would tþat others ſhould do unto them: They did not. 
>. zember the wiſe advice of Gamaliel, before mention'd, 
PDÞut giving Earonly to their own Fears, and preferring Hy- 
Jlutnane Policies before GoſpA-Rules, they miſled the Bueen, 
And took away the Lives of yaſt. numbers of ſuch, againſt * 
witzhom nothing could becharged, but what was matter of 
bat meer Religion ; thereby givinga Jaſt occaſion tochargenp- 
POÞn theirown Religion the Principle of Perſecution for meer Re. 
Mm. Jigion, whichthoſe who now profeſs that Religionbere, do - 
NtDreterd to diſownand abominare, 
US And asto'the buſineſs ofthe Powder plot, they prayusto _ 
YPSbſerve, '" thatitwasthe Treaſon, nor ofthe Papiſts of Bny2 5,57. 
Ealind,” but of a few ;"particularperſons of Deſperate Fortunes 
el OE ndworſe conſciences, and not without ſuſpition of bei 
rawirinto the Snare by their Enemies: Thatuponthe moſt 
mn Seratiny which could be made into that buſineſs, it 
Z arlyappear'd, that the number ofthe Offenders was not : 
5PSreater than what happens ſometimes ro be enyaged itra par- 
vogculatBurglary , and notſomany a»make up the fourthpare 
Sfa3footcompany of Souldiers : ; That the Villany of that de- 
gh hath'been asfully and generally, yea, andaspublickly 
gecry'd, condemn'd and reprobated by the whole party of 
a6 pepifts of that Age , and of aRlſucceeding Ages ; way 
E417 | thing 


_ 


oP... x x 36 J e ak 
'thirig cahibe by a party iciperſecution , whohdven&fvrert 
ow. ores or allowances to'aftin any cate cherwiſ 
then each perſon otthe partyonlyin his private. Capacie 
mightdo: and they Appeal tothe Juſtice ofthoſe whaipto 
feſs tohavethegreeteſtaverſion of all others againſt c 
Religion of the pepifis., whether they willadmit'it/av1 
rule, that the villanies.of ſome private perſons who pro: 
feſs themſelves tobe in Fellowſhip or Communion with : 
Church orpeople, calling themſelves Chriſtians , mayin Ju=F; 
Ktice, andoughtin Reaſon tohe charged as proceeding from 
the principles, Dod@rines, or Religion of that ChurchorF% 
- people with which private perſons proteſs to bein Communi-F? 
on or Fellowſhip! They cry out , . God forbid any ſuch RuleF® 
ſhould have creditin the World, *» FP 
.» Ontheotherſide, lam not ignorant, that the Pepiſſs who K; 
Eſteem the Proteſiantsin nmanele mortal Enemies, by T3 
whom they apprehend themſelyes to, have been deprived of F” 
whatismoſt dear unto them, from thetitme that the Prote. © 
flant Religion firſt gain'd a Preheminency in England, _are as 
highly Uncharitable towards the Proteflants, astheſe are fe. 
vere in their cenſures towards them. They have almoſt 


look'd upon the Proteſtants; as the Iſraelites did upon the Egyp- 
tiens; They charged upon them the guilt of all blood that 
hath been ſhed, of all the perſecutions which hayshap'ned for F7 
matters of meer Religion, ſince the firſt AQ of Parliement of KC 
thatnature, made by King Henry the VIIT untothis hour « BF 
Infinuating, that what was-ſo Cruelly Ated by &, Mary's 
Biſhops, was occafion'd by the provocations given in the 


time of King Edwardthe VI. and warranted ( as far asill Afty 


canbe warranted, Firſt, by the Non conformiſts Retaliations 7 
towards the Church of England, when ſybdu'd by them upon FT. 
the Death of King Charles the I. and then by the Retaliation Y$;. 
made t6the Non conformiſts by thoſe oftheChurch of England 
fincethe Reſtoration of our preſent Soveraign. 

In ſhort, as the proteſiants in general, to excuſe and I 

zuſtifiethemſelves, labourto caſtperſecutions for mat'ers of 
. meer Religion upon the papiſts , asa Principle of popery ; fa 
the papiſts arg as Induſtrious to perſwadethe World , that ir 8 

a principle of proceſtancy. WA i, | 
{mighthere by way of Apology and Extenuation __ 

papiſts 
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eſs took Mery, ot yeo 
if TX hrfif Tone rown,: Free ys 
A was uſt d by greatneceſlity to 
but Apologiesare not proper tabemade on _— zalf 
' hoſe (1g oily the'Authority towards thoſe who are 
abj 
£6 the Proteſiantsin general, and the Papiſts, reproach'd 
- Fx . CES 2 upon each js that 
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for matters-of meer Religion, Dad 
Perſecutions 6s Unjawful. And then 


F: 


future, Crt þ WH Ss 4 
.* But noe of them could find any reaſon ofthat Nature 
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then a "thafthe' gekerrwere' conceaPd' Papifts 3 ; 
ſodrhat ee one who Tpoke'or utter'd'any thing itr* their 
ng, eeriogs 'o ict Fan or Wewian) was a Jeſu Bifouiſed. 
lege was clear ,* tharthe Quakers ſuffered highly and it wa$as 
ear there could not With ariy ſhewot Truth be anything 
harg'd againſt them , 3. bat what was matter ofthecr ReV- 


iON, 
Now uponthe whole Buſineſs 5 Vhat ſhall ſuch petfon 
Ind of theſe matters, 'whi "om mugs hn, er cf de- 
udged by Go, ifhe ſhall ak rt 1 Jet? Sl 
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rig asthe e of Prot will be taken tg beagaint 
. Papiſtrbere. - Shall we go another way, and fay , thiatinre 
gard every Party takes it ſelf to be the'only good'andtrue 
Chi a Ke ory gra ee? a. when eine 
isthing, 'and per the othet” '( whiethin 
TherPover) for tnatters otrdcer Reſipi ion, that therefor 

evetyParty agreesin'this? Thatitis Lewful fortboſe who « 
zberrae Chriſtians, 10 Make aud Execute Pendl Law's aycinftyuth 
as are Eryomrous Chriſtians , aud 70 Tuflif Pains tid P exalties wp< 
on:bems for matters of meer Religion,” that #t ,” for Errors beld by 
* Shes a Dofirines of Religion : Bur neithet will this be reaſon- 
able vr conyedient; for this will alſo give Title tothoſe who 
Have'the afial Power, andareinthe poſlefiidnofegchire- 
ſpeftive Goyernmeot inthe Chriftias World; tp putto th, 
anddeftroy all within their reſpetive Juriſditions, whom 
they jutge ro be Erroneous Chriſtians: * And thiswill be alfoto! 
Entitle the Civil Magiſtrate in every Chrifttax Coututrey ,' to the! 
abſolate and. uncontroulable right of judging betwgen Truth 
ardEryor ſoasto have anappeal from his Defitifi Judge. 
ament; ' and to entailagainſt common Senſe an I»follibi. 
lityin the Civil Magiſtrate of every Countrey of detetmining in 
matters of Faith 2nd Religion: Ifay, againficommor Senſe'; 
For Chriſtianity zeacheth us , that there can be but one tyue Faith 
and if th Power of judging ſhogld be allow'd to the Civil Mayiſt- 
rate, there would be as many Fahsas there are Goverini.ents 
amongft Chriflianss *That world be true Faith in oneCoun- 
zrey, andthedenyalofitpuniſtablewith Death ; ' whichih' 


another Countreywouldbean Eryorand a Falfe Faith, auld'y | 
(6) | 


and the 3 5a fie puniſhable with Deeth. 
Itwouldalfo be to juſtify nor only what the 


| | piftcin Exg- | 
Jail, but what boththe gh» one Proteflanttin al fate ts 


caft aza Charge upon our 


a 
Char ation , ' That the 0uly Rultof Fdit 
we” opt PT; coroner {om land ; Yhathbibing # trite” 
Chriſtian Dofrine in England, . 
or Interpretation of Scripture , a time Travſlation or Senſe , or Tn- 
uerpreration of Scripture in Englanid , but what is judy'd ſo i0 be | 
byike Varliawen of England” * Whereas, .chod, 


ament of L mtbe Sta- | 
qe made x, 5Edw.'6.E: 1 Entltuled ; nf 2 forthe Vnifor:" 
1nnley of Servite aud Adminiſtration of the Surrawents rbroughou 
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3B Rides * It wik'ivided | av Parltaniat; Thatthe 
Book of Cow Prkereoia3hy thit\Statire tobeuft; was 


nity . wile by be Aid'of the Holy Ehaft: Yet thiir'very BobR'wis by 
that'very Parliamenr'dlter'd and res , + 8& appears by 
Stathte's Ely. 6.'C! 1. Ahdi{t hath received ſeveral Refoy- 
witions ind Anenduenrs ſince ; © andwasin and by a Parties 
wenrinQUMayys days, judgedtobe Heriticid, 
axtpagc &\rex.be gmetit inthis' _— Aﬀiir, itleags | 
meto anothet way of reaToning and'Uiſcourfing; 1do, 'and 
I thitik 1 am bound in Charity to believe that every Perſon 
and Party who profeſleth Chriftianity , ' do atleaſt incend'to 


on-f be what they profeſs, and that theydo alli their Hearcs 
oj fully give conferit unto ll thaſe common ' DbAtines 'of * 
re-} Chriftauity , which , as ſtaridingPrinciples ofthat pure Re- 


thyſ ligits, were neverqueſtion'd or deny'd 'by any ſort of Chri- 
om fiizns , ſuch as are thoſe which Ihave befote obſery*d , of do. 
'tof infinto others , ag wewould have others dounto ts , andif not do- 
the} inp Evil ; 1hat Good my comie of it 3 'arid' thoſe others of Lev- 
why wing our Neighbours 4s ourſelves ;' yea ,qund of Loving ouy very 

e- 1 Enemies, ' anddoing $008 to them that who bait us arid ſeds de. 


tb Jpighfully: All which, when ſdberly confider'd , without 
inf paſbonor Humane Intereſt, *areexprefly againſt all perſetu. 


e'; | ionifor matrersof meer Religion, and donot onlytye up 
hb, | Proteflants ftom deffroying af Proteſtants,' but even from per- 
iR-1 Tecuting of any ſort for any matters of mect'Religion: asthoſe 
is3 Cotntnands, Thor ſhalt bows” Marther', Thdk ſhdlt #02 Steal , 


n-F Thou ſhalt woe tontinit Adultery,” are-a ainſt;and tyc up all 
ih | Chriſhearftonepedding of Blood Untawhulty 4nd Mallciour- 
id j ly, andagainf Rupive and Uhdeanneſs. * And ſuch. ds alſo* . 


| | -in'theit Heartsbelieve ,' tharwhateyer Counſel or workis of 
- | Man', wittfa!fofitfelf; and that'what'is of God will and 
s] re all the Feyſecarions and Oppoſitions of may; ' and 
61 thatt dm matn er ann ing gee againſt God, br 
e' would willingly be found ſb doing-- AN this deing taken by 
7, , meinmy own Thobghts; ' to'be moſt certaltily true;' when 
r- 1] everlcometoenquire, How then can theſethingsbe ? How 
e | canall thefe paxties(4mong whith there' are great numbers 
<] of Good, Sober; Judicious arid Siticere'petſons') offend as 
-2 gaind theſe eomimon prin ciples'vf the common Faijh of all 


Drifting j "by making add Bxccining Pen 22" 
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of meer Religion  dnumediately adjoyniag-to this angther 


Queſtion ;-whichis, And how.can {o many.perſons, pro- 
_—_—_ Chriſtiayg, take revenge by. Blood, uſurpe the 

| their Neighbours, and cammitthe Sin of Uncleay- 
weſt? ' Yerall theſe were: ence dgoe by that greag and good 
King, and Prophet , who was Man afier God's own Heart, 
That which to me Anſwersthis latter Lucltion, ſeems cleax); 
to ſolve the former; That the Beaſt gets the betterof the 
Man ; The Paſſions commit a forceupon.Redſon; and Hu- 
mane Frailty , being too weak , bringsthe beſt of men ſome- 
times'( though but foratime) and. carcleſs men oftentimes 
rocontradittheir Faith by their Prafice, until by Afflitians 
they gait underſtanding, and come to Repentance far the 
Savirg of their Souls. Thisrome (eemsſocyidenta Truth, 
that ; '\until fometbing more eyxcent ſhall couvince me.gf my 
being miſtakeninvthis, 1 ſhould think'it  & Sin again 
Charity,” forme to charge it as a trocl ot the-Reljgion 
That perſecution for 


@ble'tothe trueprinciplesof d the Holy Rules 


and Do&rines of Chriſt , epublick per- 
ſons, will frgiveme when} ayittotheip ? 
Hearts, '@nd think well, whetberic wonld.nathegt uſeto | 
prefervetbis poor Nation, jeagm:ihe further guilt of ahoſe ad- | 
ditional Injaſtices , * and Cruglgjies , whi the contrary way of 


aſh Judgingnaltiovolve a0 daily do volvo jg 
Isit@t'more calm Judgment 10 {hy , That he Din 
Paſrons of K. Henry the V 111; hysned higsinto thoſe.Craelties 


which hecommitted , thanto.impute;them tothe principles 
ofany Religionwhich he profe(s'd ? Isit nat, mare becoming* 
us to ſay, that an over zealous paſhonot Fears which our 
fiſtRefarmers had iptbetiwe of K..Edw.the ſixth, made 


©them apprehend, . that they:could not pur Popery out of its 


 Poſfonotherwiſethanbyfospeand conſequently led bem 
; un: 
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a (2 | 
wiwwarlſy' in prafices, »which YM Comrary to their, Trae 
'Faz#h, then'to'#dmmit the” Charge laid om-them by: the-then 
Perſecirfed Pdpiſis, That prrſerurion for meer Religion , .westhe 
ft ++ rpd vary ve upon which Proteſtancy laidirefinſt 
potitfth For im England? Were irnorewore Infteitions, 
ro atttibutethe erect ifes , which were inflitted/in'@. Mays 


rirhie; tothe » of Fey in that Queen;and df Fear atid cave- 
mg ps, "that nbthingooald fecure her ou 
New Rebelfions tron the "Prafiems, "norfix the Bi 
intheirre-gain\dPofſiſions,,” but Examples obthe utmoſtai- 
gour', then'to Iabvur'rs fixthoſe 'Barbarous:Cruciies ava 
Principte upon the ReJigion ofthe Queen? ;1812normars 
Charitable roaſſign alf the harſh Laws made and executedin 
the times of Dueen Eljzaberh , 'King' Famer; andinthefeve- 
ral ſucceeding timesinctby the Government a | 
teflant, tothe Fear, Ambition, 'Reyenge; or other fraibPaſ- 
ſions, cover'd generally under theſpecious Titles.of Renfow 
of State, chen to give the World ajuſt Ground to;chargsthofe 
Cruelties upon a principle of Proteflaxcy. "Thiswe maſtdo, 
or ( which is as mach to our Diſhonowr }} wenmuſt give ajuſt 
Ground to the moſt Civilizd Nations of rhe 'World., to 
charge thoſe paſt Barbarities, ' exereis'd fo long in England, 
tpon th: people of our Nation, rothe Cradltiesof our Engl 
Natures: For what other thing can Foraign Nations impute 
it unto, when they ſhzll obſerve the ſamePer{ecution conti- 
nued for near one hnadred and fourty years, underalltheva- 


| 


rious Forms of Religion , which we hayehad ,- each party 
renouncing the cruelties to proceed from? 2ny principleof the 
Religion own'd by that party, yet exerciſing'inFa&t , what 
they renounce to be their Faith. - | 

| But my Chatity doth not reſthere;- ® compelsme tomake 
yet one ſtepfurther, and ſinceit is not tothe diſhonourof our 
Nation, Ihope none will be difpleaſed withit. As Tama yeri.- 
lyperſwaded ; that altthoſe Peja Laws, which have been 
madein this our Nation, forthe infliting of painsandpena]- 
ties for matter of meer Religion, 'havenothad their 5 "a 
from any Frmopis of any ot thoſe Religions which have been 
profeſſed by any of thoſe Powers gr Governments by 'Khich _ 
they were made, but ought tobe imputed to the-paſſions of 
thoſe who made ,*' and caus'd them to beput in — 


Xn 


& | (44 ). 
Apt harafolloReaſpnia Lute, os zealin Church: Me gaye 
thoſe paſſions. leaye to. work, eyen agaipſt the; Religior 
which every Party perſccutiogy, profeſs'd ;: fodo Lmolt con« 
figently.. believe, . that, the true priociplesof the'comman 


Chriſtianuty, which eyery Party owned the true Rea- 
ſon of State grounded uponthoſe trueand commonly awnec 
.Principles, reſtrained all and eyery the reſpeive pa by 
whom thoſe Laws were made, from all Intentions of hayin 

all ,, orany of thoſe Laws rigidly Executed ; ſq that thoſe 
 whohbad from time totime, and who ſtill haye the Executiye 
and Interpretative power of thoſe laws yeſted in them , haye 
always underſtood, and do ſtill continue tq underſtand thoſe 


Laws not to have been intended by the Legiſlative power to 
be Gritty and rigidly or conflautlyexecuted: My Reaſonis, that\ |, 
had this been otherwiſe, All of All Parties, except one, : 
whoat ſometime had beenin Power, muſthave been e're 
this totally Butcher'd or deſtroy'd ,, and our poor Countreyſ| 
E. jar Dopopulated as tohaye becomea peey to ſome of our P 
bi \ Potent Neighbours: Foreyenin Queen Mary's times, thou- 
ſands eſcaped that neyer fled; and had private Meetings, but 
the moſt eminent werecruel)y uſed. 

. Iknow ſame there are who haye imputed the remiſs Exe- 
.cutian of theſe aokind Laws to the Generous Good Natyye 
whichis found inthe generality of our Nation, which abhars 
cruelty, and bath alwayes a compaſſion. for thoſe who axe 
under perſecution; and which well appears to any who re- 4 
As& upgn the ropepneſs of our Courts of Juſkice,. and of the 


generality both of our Magiſtrates, and our Juries in all the 7 
Countriesin Fnglgpd ,. and how they haye comforted them- t 
ev 


ſelves under theſeveral.Circumſtances ofpaſt Times, 'when} L 
. they bave becn call'd upon, and Provok'd; yea Threatn'd, 
andendeayour'dtobave been forc'd intoa Spirit of Perſecut- 


' 10S. | 
Ohgrs theres are,,.who bave taken the great unwillingneſs 
_ Inall ſactsof, perſonsto be aftiye inthe Execution of theſe 
: Laws50. proceed fromthe innate zeal that isinevery Engliſh 
. manto.preſerye the Liberties and Properties of their Fellow 
 .Subjedts, aswellas their own; and thatthey baye obſerv'd,; 
* that Liberty and Property vere never any way ſo muchEnJ 
. xrench'd upon, yiolated and deftcoyed,, as by theſe es : 


wv 


hd 25} —_ ST ey 
"Lawzofperſecution for meer Reſfgion : So that eyerymancon- 

JJ fidering when he ſees his Neighbour ( though differing in Judge- - * 
nent from himſelf ) perſecuted and deſtroyed for what = 
be call'd rather his miſtake then his Fault (for no mancan believe 


"3 againſthis Judgement, ortake an Oathagainſt his Conſcience 
4 without fin ) that though this be his Neighbours turnthis year, it . 


may be hisown turnthe next year, or next Reign; ahdnomans 
I Life, Liberty or property can be ſecure in caſe ſuch Laws be Exe 
cuted ;. but onlyſuch men, who have a Conſcience fitted fo ® 
all Changes of Government , and for every Religionthat isu 

"I permoſt, and whofor that reaſon are as unfit to be Truſted 

A their Neighbours as by the Goyernment. : 

But thoughlI takeit to be very true that this natural inclinati- 
on to Mercy and pity , and this real zeal which all men have for 
the preſerying of Liberty and property, inay have been great 
*'# helpstokeep off, or mitigatethe ſeyere Execution of theſe Laws 
of perſecution for meer Religion; yet when I well conſiderthe 
Vf great power and Influences whichthe Supreme Authority always 

Rach upon the Subjes; and particularly uponallthe Magiſtra« 
tes in general, who are always perſons nominated and appoint= 
ed by the Supreme Authority: and muſt be therefore ſuppos'd 
to be ſuch in whom the Supreme Anthority alwayes Confides, as 
tothe duc Execution of what the Supreme Authority intends to... 
have executed; Ithink it will Naturally follow , that a forbeat« 
ance of the rigid execution of theſe Laws, an to be chiefly im- 
puted co the Religion and true Chriſtian policy of the Supreme 
Authority; and we ought to believe, that though a falſe Reaſon 
of State dio ſometimes permit Humane Frailty, to make ſuch 
Lawsas were contradiftory tothe true Eaws and principles of 
|. that very Religion which thoſe perſons profeſſed, by whom thoſe 
; | Laws were made; yettrueReligion, and true reaſon offtate al- 

*1} ways kept thofe perſons from intending to have thoſeLawsrigid.. 
ly and ſeverely executed, 

I will confirm this by one ſingle Inſtance of the higheſt Na" 
ture, and that not inthe beſt of times. 

Thelaft popiſb prieſt that was put to Death in Eugland for bein 
a priefl of the Romiſb Church , was put to Death in the timeo 
Crompwel ; 1 y e , Weare not to doubt of the paſſionate heat 
whichinflam'dzhoſe who were then in Authority gain the pe». 
J piſs aud popery ; theylook'd onthe papiſis asmortal Enemiest@ > 
theic Government, and asfaſt Friends, aud deyoted Servantst#.. . 
w%eCrownand Royal Family : Notwithſtanding which, 'Whett. FT 
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P38 {aid prie/ -meupon his alatthe Se ſſonr-houſe in the, 01d- 


, anduponhis Arcaignment, pleaded that he was 


Judges, did theirutmoſt to preſeryehis Life, and to prevent the 
execution againſt him of thoſe Laws upon which he ſtood Indift- 


-. ed: Fortheydid for many hours ſuſpend the Recotding of his 
- "Confeſſion, making it their endeayour to prevail with himto 


ead not Guilty to the Inditment : They preſſed him to thisin 
the publick Court, afluring him, that ifhe would ſo plead, his 
' Life ſhould befafe ; and that they had no Evidence which could 


' prove himtobea Prieſt. And when the Old Man ( Agedabout 


ſeventy two years) would not be drawn to deny hinifelf tobea 
prieſt ; ( takingitto be a denying of his Religion ) and that the 
Court wascompell'd togive Judgment againk 

ſtrare wbogavethe Sentence, was ſodrown'd in Tears upon that 
ſad occaſton;thatit was long before he could pronounce the Sen- 
tence, which the Law compell'd ( ashe profeſs'd) togive. Now 
Iask, canit bepreſum'd that inthoſe ſevere times againſt popery, 
thoſe who then ſate upon the Seat of Juſtice, would. or durſt 
bave proceeded thusina publick Court , and made it their buſi. 
neſs ſo openly, ſo avowedly to have ſav'd. the Life of a prieſt of 
that party,if they had not well confider'd that the Makers of thoſe 


Laws, and even Cromwel, who had then taken upon himthe Go- 


yernment ofthefe Nitions, did not in Truth intend a rigid and 
ſevere Execution of thoſe Laws , which were for Infliting pains 
and penalties for matter of meer Religion ? | 
But I think, 1 need give no further Inſtances for the proof of 
thiswy Opinion: Whoſoever ſhall refle& upon the preſent Ge. 
niusofour whole Nation, and confider in what deteftation all 
men have the Executionof perſecuting Laws for matters of mger 
Religion, how publickly Informers are Abhorr'd and Diſcoun- 
tefianced,- when they labour to perſecute any-upon any ſuch 
"Law, will eaſi\y{ze that the whole Nation in general isconvin'd; 


that thoſe Laws were never any ofthem made , with intention to 


baye them rig: | 
begrounded vpor Reaſon) thatit isa* principle of our Laws, 
Thateven4n AF of rarliament , whichis againſt the Law of God, or 


oh Reſon l have beentold, (anditſcemsto 
6 
ft Reaſon, # voidinit ſelf ; Ifthis be true (as methinks it 


* 
: 


a 
_ 


od 


; wilty of Treaſon, but acknowledg'd himſelfto be a prieflof 
5 » the Rowanchurch: Itclearlyappear'd, .that thoſe who were bis 


tto be )Ithink we are yery near the time ; wherein all, our 
&.. preſent Laws ofthis Nature, by whichany are ſubje& tobein- 
> Soy meaſure perſecuted for matters of meer Religion , will he 
"a » | "Ree 
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| 
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him ; the Magi- 


he whole 
the great 


ws » 
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dds of this Nye 


Yu \Repealedbythe nefil oice © 


as | whentheparticularperſons, of which | _ 

of | tioniscompos'd, ſhall hayeconſidered ſomething mgtrgdelibe-,**® 

is | rately, than their paſſions have yet permittdd all todo, thatevery =” 

ie 4A Law of this Nature is againſt the Liberty and propenty'of the © 5 
t- | Subje&tsofEngland; Unjuſt and Cruel, in online then ie NY 


is | notproceding againſt their Conſciences;Expreſly againſt theye- 
o | ry principlesa YF Rules of the Goſpel of Cheſt : Ls ar vie | 
n | thattrue Religion which every one of us pretends toown ; De» 
s | ſtruſtive to the Trade and Well-being of our Nation, by Op- 
d | preflingand w—_— away the moſt Induſtrious Working Hands 
t {} ofonr Nation, and Depopulating, and thereby Ittipoveriſhing 
L our Country, which is capable of imploying threetimes the num- 
> ber of people which we now have : Contradiforytothe Rule of 

- A Juſtice, grounded uponcommon Reaſon, as well as Religion , 
; which requires, That no man ſhould do unto another , what he would 
wot have done unto himſelf, And conſequently void init ſelf by the 
Rule of the Laws of our Country : There will not be found a Ma- + 
giſtrate, nay, a common SubjeC in England, who will not as poſi. 
nuvely renounce the putting in execution ,- or being acceſlary ts 
the executing of any Law of this Nature, as he will renounce the 
becoming guilty of thoſe deteſtable Sins of Murder or Theft; 

I am, Sir, your old true Friend, and humble Seryant, 


eA. N. 
Poſtſcript 


Je bere omitted many of thoſe great Arguments, both which 0- 

thers have uſed , and which may yet be SR from the Nature 

of this Sub jet, partly becauſe there are ſo many Diſcourfesextant,and 

partly becayſe Engliſh maxkind begins to be ſatiſfied in the Mattgr Yet 

* thugive meleave to addin general , That Force upon Conſcience, and 

Corporal Penalties about Matters of Religion , have not only nd Preſs- 

dent or Example from Chriſt or his Apoſiles , but qre expreſly againſt 
both beiv Precepts and Examples. 

T his Coercion 5 the old Diſturber of States , the Deſtroyer of Pro- 

perty,, the Depopulator of Kingdoms the Enemy of Humane Nature, -. 

; fo Neighbourhood , and of Conſcientious Religion. - Atbeſtit ei- 

F ther maketh men Religious by Root, which 5 no Religion, or Con- 

formable for Fear and Intereſt , which 5 Ir-religion andbaſe Hy- 

{ Pocriſie. But beſides all this, it corrupteth and difiratteth the Na- 

.” ture of all Civil Governthent , by making the meaſureof Loyalt y,/ 

ot Love, Honour and-Obedience t#Czfar , but Conformityts . 

4-- b*Clergy and Religion in F alhion ; which deſlrays the true a: _ 
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& Wing of Fuſt power and Favour : He ſhould Endeirvour our 

- Excreaſe, Encourage our Induſtry , and chereby Enrich and Repleniſh 

* whe Kingdom, notImpoveriſh & depopulateit. For the glory of a prince 
"#$in the multitude of his peogle: Not Beggars,bar Men of Induſtry 

!-- , © But who dares 0 be Indiſtrious, that would not have bs lahoys made the 

E Forfeitofbs Sober Confcience ? UNHAPPY AGE! Come! '& 
3 time for Humane Nature co remember fromwhenceſhe came, forManking 


C 
\» 


| 


©# mo Love, forC#fattobe kind tb all his people;]Toleths rain fall | 
$55 por all, bis Syn ſhine upoy all , that be HK. jufily render Himſelf 
#7 Maſitrofthe Aﬀettions of all, and not ſerve Faftion#nor Intereſt | 
- nor imbroil his Government withibe Opinionary Differtaces «bout Rei- 
ion , which doth not Enlarge , but Nairow His Empire: And ihoſe 
that put bim upon ſuch Meaſures , let theiy Pretences be what it will, 
they ave too narrow for his Glory, anddo 111 Offices intheyreet Fa- 
mily oftbe Kingdom, They ſet the Father againſtthe Son , audex-. 
cite him'tq Diſ. inherite b5; Childxes, and thoſe Virtuous too ; meerly 
for the ſober exerciſe of « Diſcenting conſcience, ara | 
ing 10 i'other World: Thi s praQtifing of Reprobationor opinion , | 


- andfacrificing Nature and Moraliryto Modes of Religion: Ney, 
-# © bi toEngros is of by a party , and to Monopolize Hiniftom 
> thereſtof Hispeople ; 4/7# againſithe very Nature andend of Go- - 


$a” vernment. God grawt us all moreWiſdomr, more Honeſty , and more | 
2. Charity, andthat wtmay yet live to ſee all Induſtry epcouraged,, 
"WY 2 poor employed, the Kingdomin Loye withits 0 Growths, 
+ © Virtue only rewarded, Yi only punlſied 1ghreonſweſs ” 
&.- -- Froce and plenty may yet vouchſafe todvyellam us. "Sade. 
j; -» ,0Eaſerandbigpeople, vbileche Sunand Moonendites,  _ 
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